NM: You're very observant!
...Avery... very strange feeling.
| feel very self-conscious now...
Well, it's like you're talking
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person, and I'm right
here... it feels like you're
eavesdropping into a
private conversation...
from a while ago.

about someone in the third o
~

IRL: How long were you running the shop?
NM: Twenty six years... My father passed s,

away in 1991 and | took over then.
IRL: And how long was your father
running the shop?
NM: Probably a good 30 years...

That was what people done back then. They
stayed at the same job and raised their family... He
had five children and four of us went to university. It was

N something that
witn S he was very yores back then,
(\app‘/ \ S
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NM: Oh yeah, of course. halogen light bulbs.
You know, you gt al Two 400 gram tins of
types of people. Some of the eaches
arguments are very well thought gw fiors fnatch
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IRL: And...did people come . pes g.s o soral
in with their confessions %;3:%3; t(lzlblll’)lfsh on

and share them
with you? What
were other kinds of
interactions?

NM: Yeah, that sort

of happened a bit...
Though | didn't try to
change people's opinions,
just because they weren’t my
opinions. Sometimes they
presented an argument or
point of view I'd never
thought about and it
changed my mind.
So you try and be
open-minded,
but obviously,
you can't be
all the time.

.

Conversations with Norman Musung

one Hard, one Soft — a
Medium average.

It’s like the Noah’s Ark of
Corner Shonrs.

Items sit side-by-side on
duck egg blue shelves like
a museum display, almost.
Instead of text detailing

NM: We were just the basics,
you know: bread, milk, potatoes,
tomatoes and tinned food...
that's about it sort of thing... &
e%é\\
IRL: The 0©°
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- \ sort of interests me.
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NM:
...No, | Do you think you get much out of it?
think you've § Like... not a better person but a more informed person,

got a different
path to mine. You
know, art for the sake
of art, whereas I'm a bit

more, ahh, more... realistic. But..
Don't you think so?
the artefact’s cultural

significance or provenance,
the object is accompanied
by a label — a heady mix

of hand-cut cardboard,
transparent tape and
ermanent marker —

indicating market value for
the benefit of prospective
collector~

Norm of Norm’s Corner
Shop knows every resident
within a 750 metre radius
and greets every customer
by name. Thildren call in
and call ouc on their way
to and from school; the
high pitched chiming of
Hi Norm Hi Norm Hi Norm
Hi Norm floats across the
street. He is the Number
One Community News
Source, and certainly up
there when it comes to rest-
of-the-world news, given
his (unusuauny abundant)
collection of newspapers by
the entrance.

IRL: And was that a model you adopted

from when your father was running the shop?

NM: Oh he had a bigger range but the
other supermarkets took over that...
so we were sort of left with the leftovers.

\RL: Wh

a more mature person, a grown person?
IRL: | don't know, it’s hard to differentiate
what’s as a result of living in other places
and just like getting older.
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He also knows I'm an artist.
We lean on the ice-cream
freezer and chat about
exhibitions happening in the
city. Norm gives his opinion
on the winning entry of a
particular portrait prize
and asks what I'm painting
at the moment. Soon he
directs the conversation to
the topic of my professional

ambitions listening and
challengin, me in equal
parts.

Eventually I pull the last
bottle of full cream milk
from  the refrigerator
and pay. Norm of Norm’s
Corner Shop reacher for the
change. ‘Some caree:r advice,
Ida’— his hand hovers with
the silver coin above my
upturned palm —You dont
want to flood the market.’

He releases the 10 cent
piece, then cheerily waves
me goodbye and good luck.

" " you say ‘W,
7z E
% 3
//}) 7
San the s, &
0 gnd ™

don’, :
Lk \6\\ t Ungeretand:  Ways of doing
. there’s still a lot fo/ @

&  shop] was running
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X kind of trust your
> gut and figure out
what'’s important
to [your] definitions
of ambition, or
success, or what
feels good. What
about you? ...
~  Did your definitions

5 of whether [the
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successfully or not

change over time?

NM: Well | realised | wasn’t
gonna be a great success.

You sort of modify your

beliefs. Meeting people

and that sort of thing were
becoming more important than
being successful... So | wanted
to ask you, when you went to
art school... how many other
students made the transition to
being in full-time art?

IRL: There’s a big bunch of us
still making art and exhibiting
frequently and other people

who have gone on to pursue
other things ... but very
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creative in the way s

they're doing it and .
{ e IRL:

they're flourishing i

i) this new the advice

path.., you gave me—

NM: Follow your heart?...
Be true to yourself.

IRL: Are these passed down from your
parents as well?

NM: Oh, a little bit, but from everywhere.
From neighbours, friends, strangers. You
$o sort of absorb all these good and bad

things that make you...
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Further conversation between Norman Musung and Ida Lawrence:
https://idalawrence.info/2023/10/18/two-for-one-2023/

Ida Lawrence lives in Berlin and often wanders to Indonesia and Australia via

her painted stories. Her solo show, Basa-Basi / Chit-Chat, was exhibited by ISA Art
Gallery at Art SG 2023, while her tallest tale was painted on the eight-by-fifteen
meter wall at Urban Spree, Berlin, in 2020. She is a recipient of the Marten Bequest
Scholarship for Painting and is cooking up a publication called Loose Translations.

Donia Jornod is a transmedia artist born with the premises of the internet. She
currently lives and works in Zurich. Her work focuses on the perceptible limits of
reality through the human body, which she understands as an echo of a political
state.

Norman Musung ran a corner shop in inner-city Sydney, Australia, between 1991
and 2017. The opening hours were 6 am to 7 pm on weekdays and 7 am to noon
on weekends. Since retiring, he enjoys cycling, eating lunch at cafés, and travelling.

Poster |da Lawrence, Two for One (work in progress, detail), 2023, acrylic and oil on
polycotton canvas, painted wall. Installation: 328 x 470cm; diptych: 180 x 120 cm
each.
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